
Structure 

29.1 Introduction 

29.2 How does Political Theory Evolve? 

29.3 Riliaries in Political Tlleory: Liberalism and Marxism 

Moderllis~n and Post-Modernism 

Epistemological Shift 

Globalization and Identity Politics 

Syntliesis i l l  Political Theory 

Welfare State vs. Minimal State 

The B 1 ~~rr ing  of State Sovereignty 

Role of WTO, Multi-nationals and theNGOs 

State vs. Civil Society 

Ethnic Cleavages 

New Dimensions in tlie Tlieo~y of Fedel-alistn 

Summa~y 

Exercises 

29.1 INTRODUCTION 

The disintegration of socialist states in European Europe culminating in the break-up oftlle mighty 
Soviet Unio~i marks tlie tl-iumpli of liberal ism over socialism, democracy over one-party rille and 
luissez,fbirc. econol~~ies over centralized ecol.lomy. The bipolar world has given way to a unipolar 
world. In tlie wake of thes,e developments, the world is witnessing fundari~elital cfianges i n  the 
for111 of liberalization, privatization and globalization. Tfze trade barriers among the states arc gctling 
blurred and a globalized market is emerging. In centralized and mixed economies, the process of 
disinvestlne~it and structural adjustments is leading to the shrinking oftlie public sector. How will 
these epochal changes manifest thetnselves ill  tlie fort11 ofnewe~+concems in Political Theory is an 
important question that needs to be considered. 

29.2 HOW DOES P0LI"FlCAL THEORY EVOLVE? . 

At tlie very outset, we I I ILIS~ ~nderstand as to I~ow political theory emerges in any t~istorical phase. 
For example, wily did Plato advocate the idea of an Ideal State and the rille of the Philosopher- 
King? Wliy did lie propound his Theory ofEducatiot~? Why did Thomas Hobbes give his tlieory 
about tile State of Nature aiid the Social Colitract? Wliy did Ile favour tlie idea O F  an absolute 
sovercigti? Sitnilal.ly, one liiay aslc the question as to why Marx criticized capitalism'? Why did he 
plead for socialis~ii and c~~iiniunism? Why did Gancllii condemn the Wester11 industrial society ancl 
consurnel-ism that it promoted? 



If we caref~~lly consider all these q~lestio~is, we wi I 1  find that a political tliinlter does not write in a 
vacuum. He addresses hiniselfto the basic concetns ofhis times. Every political theorist begins to 
feel agitated about certain maladies in thesociety in which he lives and wants to find out remedies 
for these ~iialadies. Thus, Plato's Ideal State is his response to the rotten state of Athens in which 
he lived. He came to tlie conclusion that all rulers in the Greek city states were corrupt and 
incompetent. Tlierefore, lie suggested the r ~ ~ l e  of tlie Pl~ilosoplicr king wlio w o ~ ~ l d  have reason 
dorninant in him. I-Ie gave his theory ofed~~cation to ensure that the future generations of Athens 
would have sound mind and so~~nd  body. Tlioriias 14obbes was worried attlie violent and law-less 
co~iditiolis prevailing in sixteenth century England. He also saw tlie irrelevance oftlie theory of 
Divine Rights of Kings. I-lence, he advocated tlie tlieory of'social contract and favoured the idea of 
sun absolnte sovereign who could def'end people's life, liberty and property. Similarly, Karl Marx 
was ~ L I I I  of anguisli at the niiserable conditions ofthe working class i n  ~iineteentli century Eur-ope. 
This class was suffering intense exploitation under capitalisni, Therefore, he urged this class to rise 
in revolt and ove~throw 1.he capitalist syste~ii. He believed tliat in the socialist society, this exploitation 
would come to an end. Likewise, Gnndhi saw the de-h~~nianizi~ig impact of ind ytrialization which, 

, lie tlioi~glit, was also causing iii~mense harm to pl~ysical nature. I-le also realized tlie ill-effects of 
greed and cons~~merism that tnaterialism promoted. Tlielrfore, lie advocated an humane political 
order based on tr~ltli ancl non-v'iolence, a social order rooted in spiritualism and conimu~~itarianisni 
and an eco~ioniic order whose cardinal principles were bread-labour and trusteeship. 

The above ill~lstrations nialte it clear that every political theorist addresses Iiiniselfto certain ltey 
issues and problems tliat tlie society of his times is facing. In sl~orl,politicnl i.hco7-y in every 
epoch c?f'hisloly hrrs been the rpspon.se ofthe yoliticnl thinker. to I he prevailing pulilicui' nizd 
socialcondition?;. In fact, one can go to tlie extent of saying that all niajor political theories liave 
emerged in situations wlien societies were standing at the cross-roads oi~liistory and liad to make 
hard-choices. The era ofglobalization is ~~ndo~btedly  a moment in Iiistol-y whe11 societies liave 
cliose~i (or have been forced to choose) a certain course for tlie~nselves wliose collsequences will 
be far-reaclii~ig. The question that I I ILIS~ be considered and answered is: What will be the nature ol' 
political tlieory that will evolve it1 the era ofglobalization? J-low will political theorists respond to the 
pl~enonienon ofglobalization? Wliat questions and concerns wil I be central to tliern? What impact 
will globalizatio~i liave on state, society and tlie individual? What so~~toflocal, national and in~ernational 
order (or disorder) will emerge as a consequenceof libe~.aIization, privatization and globalization? 

- - - -- - -- 

29.3 BINARIES IN POLITICAL THEORY: LIBERALISM AND 
MARXISM 

ReFore we spell out tlie nature ofpolitical theory in 111eera ofglobalizatio~i, it is necessary fo'r us to 
understand tlie binary nature of n~odern and conten~porrlry political tlieory out ofwliich it will 
enierge. There are mainly two grand ideological designs in modern l~olitical tlieory: Liberalis~i-r and 
Marxisni. 'The liberal political theory empliasizes deniocratic governance wliere tlie people can 
articulate their problems arid choices. I t  stands for ~lniversal liutnan rights. It is wedded to tlie 
proniotio~i of corn~iion good and it I~olds two Ii~ilnan values-Liberty and Equality- as pritnary; 
although I.iberty ofen gets priority overeq~tality. Marxism, on the other hand,.liigliliglits tlie fact that 
all Iiunian societies are class-based societies consisting ofthe exploiters and the exploited. Tliese 
two classes are constantly at war with each otliet. and this war will consummate in a revoli~tion 
leading to tlie final victory of tlic exploited class wliich cvill pave the way for tlie emergence of a 
class-less and stateless society. In short, n~oder~i political Il~col-y is co~icerned with universal goals 



like Justice, Liberty and Equality. It attempts to identify the institutional structures of domination 
and tries to evolve strategies to demolish them. 

It is, however, evident tliat these goals of liberal and Marxist theory were never realized, at least 
not fully. In liberal democracies, the participation of people remained only marginal and ruling 
power got concentrated in tlie hands oftlie political elite. This pheno~iienon has been aptly described 
as the "iro~i law of oligarcliy". The socialist societies, on the other hand, witnessed excessive 
centralization of power in the hands of the colnlnllnist party leadership. The exploitation of the 
workers not o111y continued, but in some cases it became more intense. The inequalities within 
liberal as well as socialist societies became more acute. H~rriian rights did not reach the disadvantaged 
stratas of society in full nieasurc. Thus, the gland utopian and norniative vision of Liberal and 
Marxisttl~eoiy ainiingat liberty, eq~lality and harmony remained unfulfilled. The inequalities aniong 
different co~lntries also increased. These failures of Liberal and Marxist tlieory alike gave rise to 
the Few Right and the New LeJj movelnents 011 the one hand and generated a scnse of cynicism 
and nihilism, on the other. 

iJ 

29.4 MODERNISM AND POST-MODERNISM 

In recent years, an alternative to both these strands of lnoder~i political theory has appeared in the 
for111 of Post-Modernism. Tlie post-niodernists challenge liberalism for its abstract categories - 
categories like the universal rights oi'all people and empliasize tlie rights ofspectjic g~~oups - 
women, tribals, blacks and tlie colonial people etc. This has led to the emergence ofNew Social 
Movenients which challenge specific forlns of social domination based on gender, caste, colour 
and race. Identitypolitics 11as bccolne the most crucial element in these movements. It also lnarlcs 
a shift from lilacso abstract political, social and economic issues to czclture. The basic argl~liient of 
identity politics is tliat individuals define tl~e~iiselves mainly as belonging to a given cultirral group 
which perceives itselfas disadvantaged and olspressed at the Iiands of groups which are privileged 
and dominant-~iiales, upper castes, white races and tlie ilnperialist countries. The relevant binary 
categories in identity policies beconle '"we!' and "they". It is i~nportant to note that in practical 
terms, this new political theory ofidcntity politics tantalnounts to rejecting the Marxiall category of 
"class" as a tnajor tool ofanalysis. It, equally vehemently, negates liberalisni's uriiversal categories 
like "universal rights", "civil liberties" and "equality". lnstead ofthe mega "class war" ofMarxian 
variety, it empl~asizes "local struggles". Instead ofadvocatingpower to tlie wo~.ltingclass, it advocates 
empowerment ofthe local con~munities and specific c~lltilral groups. 

29.5 EPISTEMOLOGICAL SHIFT 

I n  episte~nological ter~lis, this new political tlieory of tlie "post-modelnisl" variety negates tlil.ee 
basic lnetliodological tenets of modem political theory: holi.m~/z~zmive~snlis~~~, essentialis171 and 
redzictionis177. It is difficult to explain t.lx fill1 impel-t ofthese terms. Briefly, we niay say that 
holis~l or zmil~e~"sc~fis~~r privileges the ~lnderstanding of  the ~ ~ h o l c  rather than the understanding of 
theyrlrfs tliat constitute the whole. Thils, it tallcs in terms of macro instead oFmicro phenomena. 
E~:sei?liafism underscores tlie inipol-tance oFc01iiprelzending the general essence of the pheno~nenon 
rather the mere qrperu4unce of it. Redtcctionism in modern political theory refers to the telidency 
oi'reducing all annlyscs and explanations ofa phenomenon to asingle elenlent or a single factor. 
For example, in classical Marxism all econoniic divisio~~s and all social and political l~ierarcliies are 
reduced to "class" and the "economic factor" is considered as tlie only factor that detcr~nil~es the 
coilrse of history. Thereby, tlie role of "ideas" and 'kcultural identities" gets totally ignored or 



considerably under-played in   nod ern political theory. The post- nodem mist political thinking, on tlie 
other hand, not only liigl~lights L'par~ticulnlrik~m ", but also emphasizes the relevallce of several 

factors in comprehending a phenomenon. Instead ofUeiite" history (ofCarlylian variety), it stands 
for "mass" histo~y and subaltern studies. Instead of 'histoly Fro111 above', it is wedded to the idea of 
'history from below'. Post-tnodernism also has its own specific enlancipatory agenda. Rejecting 
modern political theory's thrust for a syste~nic change, post-modernism stands for the et~lancipation 
of specific groups. Likewise, instead of universal rights, it addresses itself to the rights ofspecific 
groups - wonlen, gays, lesbians, tribals, aboriginals, blaclcs and other disadvantaged groups. 
Infact, one can notice sinlilar modernist and post-modernist strealcs in tlie process of 
globalization. On the one hand, its thritst is on globalization of capital and primacy of the 
market and on the othel; it stands for localizatio~l of labour. 

29.6 GLOBALIZATION AND IDENTITY POLITICS 

Having discilssed tlie Libesal and Marxist strands of moder~~ political theo~y arid having indicated 
how both ofthe111 have been challenged by post-modert~ism, it isnow time to try to co~~jure up some 
ofthe contours ofpolitical tlieory in  the era ofglobalization. Identity politics is emerging as one of 
the most central aspects of Political Theory. Two important dilnensions oC this question of identity 
politics are important. First, that identities are niultiple: a woman has a gender identity, but slie also 
belongs to a custe, a religior~, a cornmzmify, an occzlycrlional g?-ozp, a r-egio1.r and a lingzris,ic 
groupetc. In fact, slie lias all these identities. What post-modeniisln tries to do is to privilege her 
gender identity over I~er other identities. While identity politics wilt remain relevant in the era of 
globalization, the issue as to wliicl~ pal-ticular identity would becolile primary and which ones will 
become secondary wi I 1  be contingent on the way globalizatio~i and market Forces affect different 
segments ofhi~~nan society in  different countries. Secondly, nl,l identities are socially constit~lted 
and the way these get constitilted ill  the era ofglobalization will determine the broad nature of 
political theoly that wil I emerge. 

There is a~~other  climensiorl ofglobaIizatio~i. It will i~ndoubtedly ~nultiply the n-~aterial desires and 
wants ofthe individual, but it will find it difficult to satisfy tlie~n .f~~Ily. But even ifwe assunic forthe 
sake ofargunient that globalization will be able to satisfy all the material wnnls and desires of st11 the 
individuals, tlie question still remains whether it will be able to bring about the "good life". Here, 
Aristotelian empliasis on nicomachean ethics becomes clucial. Will globalization create goocl citizens; 
citizens who are V ~ ~ ~ L I O L I S .  citizens who are moral beings. After all, it is only good citizens who 
would make a good state and it is only a good state which will make good citizens. As Aristotle !ins 
pointed out (in a different context) the state canle into being for the sake oflife, but continues for 
the sake ofgood I@. TIiis cluestion has become extremely relevant in political theol-y in the era of 
globalization. HOW will globalization affect tlie virtues and valites of,/i/stica, fieeclom mclEqzmlily 
which all hunian societies have cherished in all ages? WiI I it intensib Social Datwinisni (survival of 
tlie fittest)?. Will the degeneration ofthe environment lead to greater happiness or lnore niiseries? 
These are tlie son~e of the questions wliicli will beconie increasingly relevant in  political tlieosy in 
the era of globalization. 

29.7 SYNTHESIS IN POLI'TICALTHEORY 

It is not possible to neatly state the exact nature of' political tlieoiy in the era of globalizatioll. 
Idowever, if one were to rely on t l~c  logic qf'dialectics in hislory, then one can say will1 some 
degree of certainty that political tlieory in the era of globalizatioii will exhibit at one level, a 



synthesis of Liberalism and Marxism. At another level, it will exhibit a syntliesis of modern political 
theory and post-modernist trends and tendencies. While the nature ofpolitical theory in the era of 
globalization will be contingent on the emerging locnl, national and global conditions, it wil I 
de~nonstrate sonie sort of arnalga~n ofthe zmivers~~l and tliepar/icz~lrrr, theglobal and thelocal 
the n7crc?-o and tlie I~I'CYO, z~niiy and d~ffirence, order and disorder and co~nrnunity and chaos. 
Tile issi~e ofsocia1 justice ~niglit occupy the center stage in the midst ofgrowing inequality and 
poverty that globalization necessarily entails. Democracy niay become more participatory. The 
state may become weaker in some respects and stronger in other respects. 

29.8 WELFARE STATE vs. MINIMAL STATE 

We are aware that in  the course of about last one hundrcd and fifty years, tlic earlier theory of state 
whose concern was only to maintain law and order (the police state) has yielded place slowly, but 
surely to a welfare state which has taken up wide ranging fi~nctions like health, education and well- 
being ofthe citizens. Tlie critical question in political theory in the era of globalization is, whether or 
not the liberal and de~nocratic state will continue to follow public policies aimed at tlie welfare oi' 
tliose who are suffering social and eco~iolnic deprivation. 

Tlie present day welfare state has become what may be callcd a n~axi~ncrl state. tt see~iis that in 
the wake of liberalization, privatization and globalization, some of the welfare functions of 
the ~iiodern welfare state riiay slirinl<. While tlie filtul-e state will continue to perforni regulatory 
functions, its distribzltive fi~nctions, are liliely to become less and less. In fact, the state might 
beco~iie (to use Robert Nozick's term) a mirlifi7nl stole. 'I'lie pliilosopliy of utilitarianism with its 
focus on the greatest happiness ofthe greatest nuuiber, wliicli has been the lincli-pin oftlie [nodern 
welfare state will no more remain the guiding principle ofthe r~1t~11.e state. Given the iridividi~alist 
(Lockean) niajoritarian i~nder pinning of liberal democracy, the state will liave to buy legitimacy for 
itself at periodic elections and, therefore, it will find it very difficult to altogether give up the welfare 
functions. Tlius, we call say that political theory in tlie era oi'globalization will reflecl the strzrctz~ral 
anzDivalence ofmodern .slut@ and tlie tensions and paradoxes, pul Is and pushes inherent in politics 
as it operates under tlie sway of market forces. 

29.9 THE BLURRING OF STATE SOVEREIGNTY 

We know that one oftlie key elenieuts ofstate, as it is ~inderstood in Political Tlieo~y, is sovereignty 
which iniplies that tlie state is internally supenfe and externally independent. The state in the 
era of liberalisation will be one in wliicli sovereignty will no niore remain as sacrosanct as earlier. 
TIie world will increasi~igly become a global village illid a global niarket. In this scenario, the 
external aspect ofstate sovereignty will get con~promised at best and will beconic a mytli at worst. 
In several respects, the state wil I not 1-en1ain externally independent. 11 will liave to tailor its beliaviour 
accordirigto the nouns decided globally for all ihe states either by world organizations like the IMF, 
the World Bank or the United Nations or by tlie various global coalitions and regional groups-n la 
European Union. The way UN weapon inspectors liave been sent to carry out inspection in Iraq to 
rnake sure that it does not possess any weapocis of mass destruction is a case in point. T11e way 
global peace-keeping forces are controlling the belligerence ofstates in different parts oftlie world 

some ramsliacltle global coalitions are trying to tan~e the beliaviour of certain states 
di~-tiinisliing external sovereignty ofthe state. 



Another diniensionof sovereignty relates to the internal supremacy of the state over all individuals 
and groups. Tl~is Auslinian tlieory of sovereignty, whicli is a monist theory has already come under 
attack at the hands ofpluralists. In the eraof globalization, this attack will increasingly nianifest in 
the form ofdenial to the national ~iiajority, the claim to be the sole legitimate expression of sovereignty 
ofthe people. The internal sovereignty oftlie modem state will be replaced by more diffuse sovereign 
power of the state, on tlie one hand and of its co~istituent entitics on the other, in tlie form of riglits 
ofdifferent social groups and the rights oftlie federating units. 

29.W ROLE OF WTO, MULl"1-blAT16NALS AND lVGOS 

The role ofthe state, its internal supremacy and its monopoly of to take decisions on political, 
economic and social i s s~~es  is beingjeopardized by the ever expanding role of the multinationals. 
The structural adjustment that states all over the world are being compelled to tiialce under the 
aegis ofthe WTO reginle and the World Banlc has led to a sitilation cvherc no state can claim to be 
internally supre~ne today as it was earlier. Political Theory in the era of globalization, wilt have to 
address itselfto these shifts. Tlie modem state is also being compelled increasingly to follow the 
dictates of non-gover~~niental organizations (NGOs). 'This is, pasticularly, so in matters relating to 
collective security, human security and lluman rights. 111 addition to the environmental issues, the 
questions of ecological balance arid s~rstainable develop~nent have becollie extre~nely relevant. 
Even the use of violence by the modern state against its own citizeris is beco~~iing increasingly open 
lo outside and inside scrutiny by agencies like the A~?tnesly Internutionul, Asia Watch, UN 
Conimission 011 Human Riglits and People's Union for Civil Liberties. Right to Infortnation and 
Right to Development will acqitire the status of fi~ndanienral rights. 

I 

29.1 1 STATE VS. CIVIL SOCIETY 

Civil society is a civil association. Here, society or community is viewed as a serviceorgarii?atipn 
which ell-joys autonomy, both fkom tlie polity and tlie economy. In its extrelile form, the tlieory of 
civil society is becoming a non-state or even an  anti-state variety of liberalism. Thc role ofcivil 
society is becoming impo12ant in the wake of participatory democratic theory. Some groups in the 
civil society are detnanditig increasing public access to justice and greater transparency in decisions 
talten by the various orgalls of government. Here, the issues of the rule qf luwp and good 
,qove~-nance entailing citizens' right to information also become i~nportant. All this lias brougl~t the 
conimunity and civil society to the center stage displacing the state in so~nc  conventional spheres of ,, 

its activity Political Tlleory in tlie era ofglobalization will have to address itselfto the pheno~*lzenon 
ofautonolnoc~s market, shrinking state and assertive civil society, Increasing P~~b l i c  Interest Litigation 
(PIL) has driven various organs of government to tlie wall in inany respects. For example, Nurtnuda 
Bnchao Andolan being spearl~eaded by Medlia Pateltar and Arundliati Roy, Chipko Movelnent 
of Sunder Lal B a l i ~ ~ g ~ ~ n a ,  the People's Union Tor Civil Liberties, Lok Satta, Association for : 

Democratic Refom aticl Transparency International are all directed at keeping tlie various organs 
of govern~ilent in reasonable limits. NGOs are emerging as a countervailingpower vis-l-vis the 
state. The seriousness of tlie problelrr of global warnling, green liouse gases, ozone hole are today 
matters of concern of all goverliments - de~nocratic and a~~tlioritarian. The indiscri~ninate 
deforestation and iricreasi~ig noise and air pollutiot? has brouglit the basic qitestions of relation ' 
between man and nature, the limits to iridustrialization and econo~nic growth to the fore. , 

Political theory cannot avoid addressing itself adequately to all these questions. No state, 
today, can ignom or underplay the question of gender justice, the demands for empowerment 
of women, the riglits of tlle child and the ~tnborn and the iss~les oT positive discrimination. 



l'olitical theory in the era ofglobalization will have to address itselfto the question: how political 
institutions and structures condition and get conditioned by social power? 

29.1 2 E"THNtC CLEAVAGES 

In recent years, particularly after the disintegration ofthe world socialist bloc, the world has witnessed 
a series ofethnic and religioi~s conflicts. There has been an upsurge in social strife, f~lndamentalism 
and intolerance. In the era of globalization, political theory will have to address itselfto this 
phenonienon. The class conflict which Marx had so ably highlighted is on the back burner. It has 
given way to ethnic conflicts borderingon genocide in the developing world and racial hatred and 
hate speech in tlie developed world. In the unipolar world, there is an attempt by the United States 
which is the sole super power today to iliipose western culture and values on the rest ofthe world. 
Within t~ations, tlie minorities are getting niarginalized. Jn this scenario, new e~npirical images of 
deriiocracy highlighting diversities are liltely to emerge in political tlieory. In several societies 
secularis~n as a value and as an ideal is being disco~tnted. There is spurt in co~n~nunalization, 
criminal ization and Iu~~ipenization ofde~nocratic processes and practices. The moral residue in 
politics is receding to a diminisliing point. Even tlie image ofthe individual whicli was characterized 
by Aristotle as political and social animal is giving way to tlie individual as a consumer, as an 
economic animal. In tlie midst ofthis perspective ofpossessive individualism, political theory cannot 
afford to overlook the expanded notion of freedom where fieedom is taken.<to imply absence ofall 
forms of domination and siniultaneous increase in opportunities for self-realization. In otlier words, 
the focus in political theory will be on ~naxiniizing individual's counter-ext~active and developmental 
powers. 

29.1 3 NEW DIMENSIONS IN THE THEORY OF FEDERALISM 

The prevailing theories of cooperative and cor~ipetitive federalism are likely to see new dimensions 
which will lead to newer models of federalism. Federalism is an ilistitutional arrangement as a 
constitutio~ially established power balance between selfrule and sharedrule. The crucial question 
is how will globalization affect the theory offederalism? Wil I globalization strengthen or weaken 
federalism? What will be the new dimensions in tile theoly offederalisni? How will the globalization 
of~narkets affect tlie federal states? In multi-cuI tural and ~nulti-national polities, there are demands 
for the recognition and Iegiti~nization of internal diversities. Regional and sub-regional identities are 
getting sharply reflected in the tlieory of federalism. It has already given rise to ethnicfederalism. 
117 other words, the nation-state federalism has to cope today with multi-etl~nic cl~allenges. With the 
pluralists societies being viewed as polities of identities, there will be a concomitant deciine ofthe 
nation-state. The ethno-centric concept of nation in political tlieory is gaining currency at the 
expense oftlie political concept of nation. 

The nineteenth centuly constitutionalisni has to cope with the clial lenge of globalization. Globalization 
will affect the conventional notion offederalisni in the light of newer relations between federal 
states and their federating units with the WTO and other global institutions like the World Bank. 
Lidija Basta Fleiner, a re'11owned Swiss scholar offederalisni, has aptly tenlied it as "democratic 
conrrol offedera1izedpotl)er and thejedemlized control oj'democmcy". As a consequence of 
globalization political ct~llilre wi 11 reflect greater decentralized loj~alty on one hand, and greater 
supra-state loyalty on the otlier; thus, the crucial issue before the tlieory offederalism will be to 
build a federal contractual equil ibrium within a niajoritarian democratic setting and to bring different 
groups together by tra~isce~idingpa~ticularistic loyalties, The structural tensions which globalization 



will generate will impinge on ~najoritarian democracy and anti-majoritarian federalism. Libertarian 
democracy (of Robert Nozickean type) will not itself be able to cope with the politics of group 
differences in the process of nation-building. It will, therefore, be structurally incapable of~iieeting 
the challenge of multi-culturalism on tlie centrality ofdiversities and collective rights. 

111 tlie establislied liberal democracies, there will be growth ofjudicial powerin tlie wake of 
globalization arid this, in turn, will trigger greater concern about judicial independence. The 
judiciary will get Inore directly inter-meshed with democratic politics. This judicial 
transfoniiation will have two ~najor dimensions: strengthening the power of ji~dicial review 
and adoption of political pluralism in tlie appointment process of judges. There is another 
implication of globalization for the theory of federal deniocratic states. Liberal welfare state 
is wedded to tlie liotion of equal representation of all individuals, which is a procedural 
commitment lo inhospitable differences. Multi-culturalism based on diversities and collective 
rights of different coli~mi~nities is lilcely to be anti-thetical to globalization which will invariably 
intensify inequalities alllong and within states. Hence, [lie niere constitutional guarantee of equal 
rights alone will not be enough to ensure equality, unless it is accompanied by right to be equal 
irrespective of differences. This question will become increasingly crucial. 

Itifact, it ]nay boil down to reconciling eqzlcrlity, lil~erl}~andfinlc?~nity ascardinal principles oftlie 
modern state with an alternative emerging paradigti1 wliicli e~npllasizes .secur-i[y, diver,sii'y and 
solidu~ity. In short, the 19th cent~~ry liberalism will have to model itself to be in tune with multi- 
c~~lt~~ralisni. As Will I<yniliclta argues, tlie f~tndamental challengcs which the theory of liberal state 
will face in the wake of globalization is to identify some new sources of unity in a de~nocratic 
multi-cultmral state. 

29.1 4 SUMMARY 

In tlie foregoing part oftliis unit, we have highlighted live niaiil points in an attempt to spell out the 
contours of political theo~y in the era ofglobalization. 

First, that both Libei4alism and Marxism have lost their pre-eminence as explanatory ideologies. 
The interface of state, society and ~narltet is evolving it1 a way where there is I~egeniony of the 
market. The challenge of post-modernisni Iias qilestioned some ofthe basic tenets of modern 
political theory like "the lneta narrative" mid broad categories like "class". Given this scenario, 
it seems that political theory in the era of globalizatio~i is going to be some sort of a synthesis 
of Liberalism, Marxism and Post-Modernism. 

Secondly, in tlie walie of g!obalization, t l ~ e  whole noti011 of state sovereignty is getting 
co~iipromised. The external aspect of state sovereignty is being Iiamperecl due to tlie increasing 
role of IMF, World Bank and tlie multi-nationals. The internal aspect of state sovereignty is 
also under threat due to tlie increasing role of lion-gover~imental organizations, rising protest 
iiiovements and increasing consciousness of masses, demands for greater transparency in 
government f~~nctio~iingand tlie right of inforniatio~i. 

Thirdly, tlie emergence of identity politics is attl-acting greater and greater attention of political 
thcorists. The phenomenon ofglobalization and tlie rise of identity politics will lead to individual's 
decentralized loyalty. On the one hand, identity politics will lead suL>-state loyalty and 011 the 
Other liancl, globalization will lead to individuals' greater supra-state loyalty. As a consequence 
oftliis twin plie~iometion, tlie loyalty to tlie nation state will get compromised. 



Fourthly, in the era ofglobalization, political theory will have to address itselfto the phenomenon of 
growing ethnic conflicts, rising fundamental ism, increasing intolerance and dominance of majorities 
leading to the n~arginalisation of minorities. 

Finally, the traditional notion offederalism as a mix ofse(Fru1e andshared-ruke will have to be 
seen in a new light in the wake ofglobalization. 'The notion of kthnic federalism' will become 
central in political theory due to the challenge of multi-culturalism. In fact,due to these emerging 
challenges of multi-cultural is^^^ to the liberal state, it will have to look for sollie new sources ofunity 
and new bases for buying legitimacy. Political Theory has today to address itself to these 
developments. 

29.1 5 EXERCISES 

I )  What is Identity Politics? 

2) What wil t be the impact of globalization on state sovereignty? 

3) How will globalization affect the prevalent conceptions offederalism? 

4) Identify the major contours of Political Theory in the era of globalization. 




